SPECIES. ACACIA MEARNSII
COMMON NAME: BLACK WATTLE

FaMILY. FABACEAE
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An evergreen tree that can grow to a height of 15 meters. The trunk diameter can be from 10-45cm.
The bark of younger trees is smooth and grey-brown in colour; in older trees the bark becomes

brown-black in colour and develops cracks. The tree is branched with hairyf branchlets, .

Leaves are dark olive-green in colour and are bipinnate
with 8-12 pairs of pinnae, each with multiple pairs
of leaflets, Flowers are spherical, creamy-white
to pale yellow in colour, and occur in clusters.
They produce fruits pods that are constricted

between the seeds.
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Acacia mearnsii FABACEAE
Origin: Australia '

charcoal for European settlements in Ooty and surrounding areas.

Impacts: Plantations of black wattle have replaced large areas of shola grasslands and affected
native species and biodiversity of the area. In Upper Palni areas, research shows that wattle
plantations have decreased stream flow and reduced cweratl. &Qllmfgﬁsture Bird abundance and

diversity in these plantations are low compared tt;t ad}acent Shnla‘ff:r*ests ﬁzpar‘t from reganeraj:kyg
from seed. the plant also spreads thrqugh;guckers formlng densce thmgetsr ﬂhe exclusion of other
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species.
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