SPECIES: AGERATUM HOUSTONIANUM
COMMON NAME: BLUE BILLYGOAT WEED / FLOSS FLOWER

FAMILY: ASTERACEAE

Plant Description

It is an annual or biennial herb or sub-shrub that can grows to be between 20 cm-1 m in height.
Stems can be erect, or prostrate along the ground (producing adventitious roots). The stem is reddish
to green in colour with white to yellowish hairs. The leaves are arranged oppositely.

The leaf blades can be ovate or triangular (about 1-6 cm long, 1-5 cm wide) with irregular

(dentate or crenate) margins. The upper surface of the leaf is dark green with hairs; the lower surface
is pale green and can be smooth or sparsely hairy. Inflorescence usually at terminal regions

with 5-15 flowerheads that are blue, lilac, lavender, rarely white in colour. Individual plants produce
large numbers of seeds that are widely dispersed by wind and water; it also spreads vegetatively via
its prostrate stems.

A housfonianum and Ageratum conyzoides are almost indistinguishable in the field.
The base of the flower head of A. houstonianum (3-6 mm across) is relatively smaller
than of A conyzoides (5-8 mm across). Also there are numerous sticky hairs on the
bracts of the flower-heads of A houstonianum compared to only a few hairs

in A. conyzoides.
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Ageratum houstonianum ASTERACEAE
Origin: Central America and Mexico -
Intreduction: Introduced to India in # century, most likely as an.-ﬁ:?ﬁamental plant.
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