SPECIES. ALTERNANTHERA PHILOXEROIDES
COMMON NAME. ALLIGATOR WEED

FAMILY: AMARANTHACEAE

Plant Description
A perennial herb that can grow in both aquatic and terrestrial environments. The plant has fleshy
succulent and hollow stems. The leaves are smooth, narrowly ovate and pointed at the ends.
Fruiting and flowering occurs througheout the year. The flowers are small, papery. and white, and found

at the ends of the stems. The plant has a high reproductive potential, being able to reproduce

vegetatively from small fragments.
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close to an airport in West Bengal).

Impacts Thaugh primarily a tropical plant, owing to its potential to withstand low temperatures i |t
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has bect:: mefinvaswe in temperate re;-gjona too. The plant forms dense mats on the surface i:ifthe %
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Managemen‘t Mecha!]ﬁ‘lcﬁl control i is followed, but is costly. Small fragments remaining can form

mats agam very ql.ug:kl e

S ‘{“_--"_ ra
i o | % I .I'
" - i -,

| - [ L
Hi b
¥

'\

Supported hy #i'}ﬂicﬁ of thﬁ Fﬁncapal. 54: tiﬁc Adviser to the Government of India g
Nathrral Gﬂpﬂ'&p}uc Euwh_.r | R = N
Rohini NI[eIdaﬂl FhlLanthmpie-s, I-"' ! o
* Ilustration andnes[gﬁ Ravi Jaml.}‘heka‘ |




