SPECIES. BIDENS PILOSA

COMMON NAME. BEGGAR’'S TICK

FAMILY: ASTERACEAE

Plant Description
It is an annual herb that can grow to a height of 60-g0 cm. Stems
are reddish. The leaves are arranged in opposite pairs. The simple
leaves are deeply divided, typically into 3 lobes (though
occasionally leaves can be 5-lobed), and the leaf margin is
serrated. Flowering is from October to April. Flowers are daisy-like,
with a yellow centre surrounded by 5-6 white ‘petals. A single
plant can produce up to 6000 seeds per year. The seeds are widely
dispersed by wind and water, and can also attach themselves to
people’s clothes or animal fur. It germinates readily in open,
disturbed sites, and following soil tillage.
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Bidens pilosa ASTERACEAE

Origin: South America

Introduction: Unknown

impacts: The plant can rapidly grow into dense thickets outcompeting crops and in sr:nme countries

it has been reported to be a senou&agnculturai weed, reducing C&Q&yl

effects that can negatively affect nefghbaurlng plants. Thickets of tﬁe |

and railway tracks. There are reports of the plant being used as a me dicigie A
rheumatoid arthritis, bacterial infections and malaria. T .f}/ .

Management: Parthenin from Parthenium hysterophorus is shmgn to have

growth anfi ﬁevelgpmtmfﬁ pilosa and it can potentially be us%\s!d;? D&:’V

such as diuron; bromacil, 2.4-D have beenm!ig some countries. Mec anica

ive in controlling
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