SPECIES. OPUNTIA DILLENII
COMMON NAME: PRICKLY PEAR / PEAR BUSH /

SPINY PEST PEAR
FAMILY: CACTACEAE

Plant Description
It is a cactus that grows in dry or desert-like conditions. The plant can grow up to a

height of 1.5 meters, It has flattened succulent stems, pale green in colour, \
with leaves that are modified as spines. The plant bears yellow flowers and

red-purplish or pinkish-red pear-like fruits. It flowers mid-May to mid-August
and fruits from November to February, It is seen at altitudes up to
1500 meters.
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Note: Although not depicted on this map, the plant is considered invasive in India.

Opuntia dillenii CACTACEAE

Origin: West Indies and Mexico

introduction: The plant was recorded in India as early as the 1750s and reported to have b

for fortification by the ruler, Tipu Sultan.
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Management: E’fbiﬁgiaal control using scale insects
| ﬁ‘ectwetc control O. dillerii. In Australia, thceg'A
successfully used to control the species. ! S}%. :
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