SPECIES: PENNISETUM CLANDESTINUM
COMMON NAME: LAWN GRASS / KIKUYU GRASS

FAMILY: POACEAE
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Plant Descripti

It is a perennial grass that forms densely tufted mats on the ground. It is found in the \Western Ghats,
and also in the Himalayas. It grows by extending horizontally through underground rhizomes and
runners above the soil. The runners have internodes about 5 cm apart, with a single leaf sheath and
blade. The leaf blades are bright green in colour; they are 3-4 mm wide, and usually only a few
centimetres long, though they can grow to a length 15 cm. The ligule at the junction of leaf stalks have

a short hairy rim, Flowers are inconspicuous,
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\mpacts: The plant can spread rapidly thereby reducing native plant biodiversity. It outcompetes
other native plants for resources. The plant is also tolerant of shade, enabling it to spread in the
understory of forests.
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Managemeht The mechanical removal of the plant is not easy as it can be deep-rooted N

(the rh|zome$ etrate the soil up to a deapth of 30 cm). So. heavy tilling machiner y has ta |
durlng.pml.or;ged dry cendltlons’ for successful removal. Heavy grazing and mult:h”iﬂg tn ' m: i

: .
. ___./‘J_.I_ .
e e
s yoEe
' / W T, L1 BIDDWE RSITY
SunEorted By omcg.%:ﬂhe Principal Scientific me-r to the Government of India “ SRR E NI

NatmnHLG&agr&ﬂhc Satmty .-='-.'f
Rohini Nitekani Philanthropies

L 2 ) -pm vstone
!Hustralhnandbes&gn:&auuamhhekér = ' v o 3 P AT



