SPECIES. PHRAGMITES AUSTRALIS

COMMON NAME.: COMMON REED I8
AMILY: POACEAE =

Plant Description
It is a perennial grass that can grow 4 to 6 m in height. It is c%n‘]mé}nly seen in
marshy wetlands or in transition areas between terrestrial and aquatic
ecosystems. It has extensive rhizomes and also stolons. The plant has a rigid
stem with hollow internodes. Leaves are alternate with leaf blades up to 60 ecm
long and 8-60 mm wide. Leaves have a smooth surface and a very thin,

i thread-like apex. Leaves form a leaf sheath at the base; leaf sheathes are
overlapping and loosely arranged. Flowers are in the form of a drooping
feathery inflorescence, 15 to 50 cm long. tan brown to purplish in colour. It
produces large numbers of seeds that are wind- and water-dispersed; it also

spreads through rhizomes and stolons, forming large clunﬁrps‘f\f,;\ Iy ;
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i i ! = Origin not recorded

Mote: Although depicted otherwise on this map, the plant is considered invasive
in India

Phragmites australis POACEAE

Origin: Temperate Eurasia

Introduction: Unknown

Impacts: The plant is known to remove nutrients from the soil in excess, thereby negatively affect
surrounding plants and redur:ing biodiversity. The roots of the common reed can produce a chemical
called gallic acid (3.4, 51trihyd{cm,r benz ac:ld} which is proposed by some scientists to cause cell
death of surruypdi{wg na%ve pbah,t%‘ L “Fc etasystems its thickets can block the flow of water,
which negatwe[)raﬁgcts k;l%ahmmén? ?ish“i.(:g Iﬁ' p{ant can also act as a host for different cereal
virus diseases :ngi._; ihg Fgé, affmbspsce-m%hartey yellow dwarf wrus and sugarcane mosaic
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:.'I‘atéarly stages by removal or herbicide application
tt ngﬂf stems mult:ple times a year along with burning
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